CHAPTER II
CLEARING THE  GROUND
" So long as men are content to believe that Providence has sent
into the world one class of men saddled and bridled and
another class booted and spurred to ride them, so long will
they be ridden ; but the moment the masses come to feel
and act as if they were men, that moment the inequality
ceases."
Ktir Hardie, in the " Miner," 1887.
To many who read those words for the first time
to-day, they must sound like fantastic exagger-
ation. Yet all who can remember what was the
condition of the workers in the later Victorian
age will testify that the sentence described exactly
the state of feeling both among the employing
class as a whole and, with few exceptions, among
the employed. Bagehot had, in The English
Constitution, one of the wisest and wittiest books
ever written, described the social and political
system of England as based on deference. He was
serious, and he was correct. Everyone knew
what he meant. . Everyone who had studied
social and political conditions agreed with him.
There were many grades of deference, some
plain to observe, some so subtle as almost to
escape notice. What the Victorian system chiefly
rested on was the division of the people into two
main groups, one consisting of men and women
who, whether they worked or lived without
working, kept their hands clean ; the other group
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